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Dan Vaassen, President 
734-645-2496 

davaassen@aol.com

Greetings Michigan Angus Association members and friends!
As we get ready to enter 2022, we certainly have many chal-
lenges ahead. From inflation and Covid, to rising input costs for 
farming, and higher prices for everything. As farmers and Angus 
breeders, we will find the strength to overcome the challenges, 
and rise above the obstacles in front of us.

The 2021 Annual Meeting and Field Day was held at Seldom 
Rest Farms in early August. It was a beautiful day and the entire 
Seldom Rest crew welcomed us to Niles to view their operation. 
Many of their donors and show heifers were on display for us 
to see. The Foster family arranged an excellent program featur-
ing David Dal Porto, American Angus Association President who 
gave an informative report. Tom Burke took us down memory 
lane with a Michigan Angus history presentation. A huge thank 
you to Scott, Bruce, Andrew, and, of course, Lois Foster and their 
families, for hosting this outstanding event!

At our recent board meeting we began making plans to, hope-
fully, return to normal activities. Plans are in the early stages for 
having a banquet and publishing a 2022-2023 directory. The 
committees are gathering more information so stay tuned for 
more details.

An event that will be taking place via a LIVE format will be 
the 2022 Michigan Beef Expo, April 1-3. The Expo Committee 
has been working hard to bring this event back to support 
the purebred breeders of our state in marketing quality live-
stock. We are planning a show on Friday, and there is a new  
option to consign bred females and cow-calf pairs that are tame, 
but not halter-broke. Pens will be provided for these females.  
The Expo Sale will be a live auction that is also broadcast via  
DV Auctions, so videos of the cattle are highly encouraged.  
You’ll find the Expo entry form and deadlines for entries on 
page 3. If you have any questions, please contact Evan Boehmer 
or me.

The Michigan Angus Association is a member-driven organiza-
tion created to benefit, support, and promote the Angus breed 
and its members. If you have thoughts, ideas, comments or con-
cerns, complaints or questions, please feel free to contact me or 
any board member and your input will be addressed.

I would like to wish each and every one of you a safe, healthy, 
and prosperous 2022!

January 2022

The 2022 Michigan Angus Annual Banquet is in the works!  I am excited to announce that we are looking forward to seeing all of you 
for an enjoyable evening of good food, prizes, auctions, “fun” fundraisers and great company. This event is very important for our  
Juniors and our Auxiliary ladies who work so hard for our organization. Date and location details are coming soon. Make a commit-
ment to get involved in 2022! 

Melissa Kenyon, Banquet Chair

Come one, come all to the Annual Banquet...

It’s time to renew your Michigan Angus Association membership for 2022. 
Use the form on page 6 to pay by check, or visit the website to pay online.

When paying your dues, show appreciation to a new customer 
or a good neighbor with a gift membership in Michigan Angus!

Stay committed to your decisions, 
but stay flexible in your approach.

tony robbins
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MISSION: To Enhance the Value of the “Angus Brand” via Marketing, Youth Development, Educational and Social Opportunities.

www.michiganangus.org

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
Bob Zellmer, Nashville
(269) 945-7796
otbobz@gmail.com

PRESIDENT
Dan Vaassen, Ann Arbor
(734) 645-2496
davaassen@aol.com

VICE-PRESIDENT
Lisa Lutchka, Grass Lake
josephine_angus@yahoo.com
(517) 522-4596

SECRETARY–TREASURER
Lisa Bohlen, Howell
(810) 599-5680
lbohlen@previewproperties.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terms expiring in 2022
Andrew  Foster, Niles  afostersrf@gmail.com (269) 208-1445
Lisa Lutchka, Grass Lake josephine_angus@yahoo.com (517) 522-4596
Mark Benaske, Rosebush mark@rvaluefarms.com (517) 204-4747
Paige Tuggle, Ithaca paige.tuggle23@gmail.com (989)285-8615

Terms expiring in 2023  
Robert DeLong, Cass City delongcattle54@gmail.com  (989) 551-4712
Dan Buskirk, East Lansing buskirk@msu.edu (517) 432-0400
Melissa Kenyon, Bellevue  mhutch84@yahoo.com  (269) 420-0725
Jeremy Kosal, Deckerville jmkosal@hotmail.com  (810) 625-1540

Terms expiring in 2024  
Elaine Bossingham, Manistee  countryviewfarm19@gmail.com   (231) 632-1968   
Brandon Goering, Archbold, OH  goeringb@msu.edu  (419) 551-5461 
Kollin Johnson, Louisville  kollinjohnson67@gmail.com  (517) 932-8621
Charles Reid, Eaton Rapids  reidch@msu.edu  (517) 927-8239

Southeastern Michigan Regional Assn.
Steve Thelen, Saline sthelen22@aol.com (734) 216-3671 

AMERICAN ANGUS ASSN. REGIONAL MANAGER
Casey Jentz CJentz@angus.org (608) 234-1998Le
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MICHIGAN ANGUS NEWS
Melissa Kenyon, Communications Coordinator 

Julie French, Editing & Production 
Nancy Thelen, Writing & Proofing

January 4 – 8  Angus events at Cattlemen’s Congress, Oklahoma City 
January 13 – 15 Angus events at National Western Stock Show, Denver 
February 1 – 3  Cattle Industry Convention & NCBA Trade Show, Houston
March 5  MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Open House, Crystal
March 19   MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Bull Sale, Crystal
April 1 – 2   Michigan Beef Expo, MSU Pavilion, East Lansing
June 6 – 16   Eastern Regional Junior Angus Show, Chatham, VA
July 2 – 9   National Junior Angus Show, Kansas City

Mark your 
calendar...

MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Pushes Forward

MCA Coop Advertising
It’s time to assemble our 2022 Michigan Angus Association group ad for Michigan Cattlemen Magazine – Deadline January 23
For $100, your business card style ad will appear in four issues of Michigan Cattlemen Magazine. Circulation of the quarterly magazine is approximately 
3,000. The magazine serves as a communication tool for all facets of Michigan’s cattle industry including cow/calf and seed stock producers, cattle 
feeders, stockers, agribusiness, the Animal Science Department of Michigan State University, MSU-Extension, state breed associations, national orga-
nizations, the Michigan beef check-off and the Michigan Cattlemen’s Association. We will invoice you if you participate - we don’t require payment in 
advance.  We do require you are a member of the Michigan Angus Association.  

If you are interested in advertising, please contact Lisa Bohlen at lisa@lisabohlen.com or 810-599-5680 by Sunday, January 23, 2022.

by Dan Buskirk, MSU Beef Extension Specialist
By now most have heard of the untimely passing of Brian Plank, station manager for the MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Program. On Nov. 9, the tractor he 
was driving slid down an embankment and overturned. Time will reveal just how broadly Brian’s work and passion have impacted the Michigan cattle 
industry. He will be missed by many. Brian poured much of his life into caring for and developing 1,950 bulls for the evaluation over the last 19 years. 

Through the steadfast commitment of the Plank family, consignors, and friends, the program is continuing on schedule. All involved wish to honor 
Brian’s legacy by developing and caring for the present set of bulls, just as he had so masterfully done over the years. Ninety-eight bulls, including 56 
Angus bulls from 17 regional Angus breeders, are being assessed for growth, structure, carcass traits, disposition, and fertility. The bulls are gaining 
above expectations and are near the mid-point of the 2021-22 evaluation. The most recent performance report may be found at www.mibulls.com/
reports. At the website, it is easy to sign up for alerts when new reports, sale updates, or catalogs are available. Bulls that meet the program’s high stan-
dards will be available for viewing at the Open House on March 5 and the Auction Sale (at the station and online) on March 19. Mark your calendars.
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ENTRY FORM

CONSIGNOR NAME FARM NAME 

ADDRESS CITY ZIP 

PHONE  NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS 

SETTLEMENT CHECK PAYABLE TO: ___________________________________________ 

REGISTERED ANIMAL NAME AAA REGISTRATION NUMBER (REQUIRED) SEX BIRTH DATE 
Haltered and shown:  ______      OR      Penned and not shown:  ______ 

____________________________________________ ________________________ _________ _____________________ 

REGISTERED ANIMAL NAME AAA REGISTRATION NUMBER (REQUIRED) SEX BIRTH DATE 
Haltered and shown:  ______      OR      Penned and not shown:  ______ 

______________________________________________ ________________________ _________ _____________________ 

*If any of your entries are bred females, please include registered name and AAA number of service sire and the date the female was bred.

Please make additional copies of this form if you have more than two animals to consign

64th Michigan Angus Futurity Show & Sale
SHOW: Friday, April 1st     SALE: Saturday, April 2nd

Held in conjunction with the 2022 Michigan Beef Expo, MSU Pavilion
SUBMIT ENTRIES TO SALE CHAIR BY JANUARY 15th, ALONG WITH $100 PER LOT ENTRY FEE.

SALE CHAIR: Evan Boehmer (517) 652-3065  
Entries accepted by MAIL and E-MAIL: 6125 Matthews Rd Olivet, MI 49076  •  singletreefarms1@gmail.com 

Make check  payable to Michigan Angus Association

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS: All cattle must meet the Michigan Beef Expo health requirements before check-in time.  All sale cattle must 
have negative test results for Bovine Viral Diarrhea (BVD) and all bulls must pass a Breeding Soundness Exam in order to sell.  

In addition, the MI Angus Association has adopted the MI Cattlemen’s Association Vaccination Stamp Program for cattle that will 
participate in the Futurity. Visit the MCA website for specific vaccination requirements: www.micattlemen.org; click tab on left side: 
Vaccination Stamp Program; click HERE for Example Vaccine Combinations.

PENNED FEMALES: An individual consignor to the Futurity may enter up to three (3) REGISTERED, non-HALTERED females that are born 
on or after January 1, 2017, 5 years of age or younger, May include yearling heifers, bred females or cow/calf pair.  These cattle will not be 
shown.  The consignor must provide certificates of registration from AAA.  Cattle will be penned in a designated area of the MSU Pavilion.  
Please indicate on the entry form if your entries will be haltered and shown.

GENETIC TESTING:  MAA requires sale consignments that are potential carriers of any known lethal genetic defect for which there 
is a commercial test available, be tested.  Test results MUST be available and provided when entries are submitted.  Consignor is 
responsible for the cost of testing.  If the animal is confirmed as a carrier, it will not be cataloged.  If you are unsure of the 
status of your consignments, please call the American Angus Association at 816-385-5500. To discuss issues related to genetic 
testing procedures, please contact Casey Jentz, AAA Regional Manager at 608-234-1998.

DUES and ENTRY FEES:  All consignors must be current members of the Michigan Angus Association.  If not currently a paid 
member, please add $25 for membership dues to your entry fee.  All consignors to sales held in conjunction with the Michigan Beef Expo 
must also be members of the Michigan Cattlemen’s Association.  For more information regarding this policy, please contact MCA at 
517-347-8117.

ENTRY FEE:  $100 per lot is due by January 10.  Entries received after January 10 will be required to pay $150 per head entry fee.

PHOTOS & FOOTNOTES: High quality photos and footnotes are strongly encouraged and should be submitted with entries by 
entry deadline. 

ENTRY FORM



HIGHLIGHTS OF TWO IMPORTANT CHANGES for NJAA SHOWS – More changes are listed on www.angus.org/njaa 

NJAA ONLINE ENTRIES
Starting in 2022, NJAA will NO LONGER accept paper entries. All entries MUST be submitted online. Junior show entry forms will be found on the 
NJAA website on January 2 for the following shows: MAJAC, Eastern Regional, Western Regional, National Junior Angus Show, Atlantic National, 
All American Angus Breeders Futurity and Northwest Regional Preview.

OWNERSHIP DATES
NJAA will NO LONGER accept postmark dates for ownership of NJAA sponsored shows (MAJAC, Eastern Regional, Western Regional, Atlantic 
National, All American Breeders Futurity, Northwest Regional, and National Junior Angus Show). All ownership dates will be based on process 
date, which can be found at the bottom of the registration paper or animal look-up. Any animal needs to be registered by or before the own-
ership deadline. (For example, if the ownership date is May 1, 2022, the process date needs to be on or before May 1, 2022.) Bred and owned 
animals also must be registered by the ownership deadline.  Any animals that require DNA will need to CLEAR on or before the ownership date. 
This includes ET calves, so please plan accordingly.  

2021-22 Michigan Junior Angus Assn. 
OFFICERS 
President - Amanda Kosal, amandakosal@gmail.com
Vice President - Kris Kosal, jmkosal@hotmail.com
Secretary - Jaycie Brown, jsjbrown@yahoo.com
Treasurer - Blake Pillars, clayknollfarm@att.net
Awards Chair - Justin Stoll
Michigan Angus Rep - Amanda Kosal
Miss Michigan Angus - Julia Sanderson

ADVISORS                          
Susie Brown
 jsjbrown@yahoo.com
Michelle Kosal
 jmkosal@hotmail.com
Lori Pillars
 clayknollfarm@att.net
Katie Romzek
 krromzek@gmail.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Drew George
Kinsee Lettinga
Austin Pillars
Maggie Reid 
Julia Sanderson
Hannah Schroeder
Justin Stoll
Dylan Stoll   
 

Junior 
Association 
News...
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2021-22 Michigan Angus Auxiliary Officers 
President - Rachael Coleman
Vice President - Nancy Thelen
Secretary-Treasurer - Sharon Vaassen
Historian - Lori Pillars 

Awards Chair - Kendra Diekevers
Miss Michigan Angus Chair - Ricka Boehmer
Scholarship Chair - Sterling Reichenbach
Past President (Advisor) - Julie Thelen Conover

Miss Michigan Angus Applications due February 1
Would you like to represent the Auxiliary, Association and Junior Association as Miss Michigan Angus? The honor of serving as our queen is 
open to active Michigan Junior Angus members who are at least 14. You will be responsible for attending state shows and are invited to attend 
the Michigan Angus Field Day, Angus sales and the National Junior Angus Show in Kansas City, Missouri. This is a fun experience, and an oppor-
tunity to grow in confidence as you represent our breed. Additionally, we also have positions available for Angus Ambassadors who will assist 
the Queen. All candidates submit an application with a short essay and will be interviewed. The 2022 Queen will be crowned at the Awards 
Banquet in early March. Applications are due February 1. Contact Ricka Boehmer at 517-719-3158 for more information. 

Auxiliary Scholarship Applications due April 1
As the cost to attend college continues to rise, now is the time to be thinking about applying for scholarships. The Michigan Angus Auxiliary 
Scholarship is open to 2022 high school graduates. Winners of our state scholarship are eligible for consideration at the national level. To be 
eligible to receive the state or national Auxiliary scholarships, you must have already received your Bronze and Silver Awards from the American 
Angus Association prior to applying. To apply or for more information, Sterling Reichenbach can be reached at sterlingreichenbach@gmail.com. 

Why I Joined the Michigan Angus Auxiliary  – by Sharon Vaassen
I always knew that the Auxiliary’s main goal is to support the juniors in the organization by providing scholarships, awards, and support for their 
future. When I was a junior member, I earned many awards and scholarships, all sponsored and supported by the Michigan Angus Auxiliary. 
When my daughters were involved in the Junior Association, we tried to take full advantage of all the resources available to us. This included 
the scholarships that were offered, the showmanship awards, and the queen awards. In addition, they also supported the Certificate of Achieve-
ments each year. 

So, in this era of giving back, I knew that it was only right to give back to the group that gave my family and me so much support through all 
those Junior Angus years. The way I could do this was by becoming a member of the Michigan Angus Auxiliary and continuing to show support 
for the young people of today.

**Each newsletter will feature an Auxiliary member (past or current) answering the question: Why Did You Join the Michigan Angus Auxiliary?
 If you are interested in responding to this question, please contact Rachael Coleman at itsmerachael@gmail.com.

You are invited to join the Auxiliary! 
Our association continues to grow through new activities and members. If you are interested in becoming involved in our activities, please 
contact Sharon Vaassen at 734-663-8071. A membership form is posted on the website on the forms tab and also printed in the Michigan Angus 
Directory.

Auxiliary
News...
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Congratulations to Seldom Rest Farms for recent national awards 
2021 North American International Livestock Exposition (NAILE) Super Point Roll of Victory Angus Show, Nov. 16 in Louisville, Ky.  
Seldom Rest Regulate 0105 won grand champion bull. Seldom Rest Farms owns the July 2020 son of Conley Express 7211. He earlier won 
intermediate champion. Dave Duello, Pine Bluffs, Wyo., evaluated the 165 entries.

Silveiras S Sis Sandy 2354 won Roll of Victory (ROV) Reserve Embryo Transfer Dam of the Year. Seldom Rest Farms, Niles, Mich.; Silveira 
Bros., Firebaugh, Calif.; and Sydney Schnoor, Chowchilla, Calif., own the winning female. Seldom Rest Farms also claimed ROV Reserve 
Breeder of the Year. 

2021 American Royal Super Point Roll of Victory Angus Show, Oct. 23 in Kansas City, Mo. 
Seldom Rest Regulate 0105 won reserve grand champion bull. Seldom Rest Farms, Niles, Mich. owns the July 2020 son of Conley Express 
7211. He first won intermediate champion. Seldom Rest Pin Up Gal 1060 won reserve grand champion female. Seldom Rest Farms, Niles, 
Mich., own the March 2021 daughter of Seldom Rest Sandman 6075. She first claimed late junior calf champion. Randy Mullinix, Toulan, 
Ill., evaluated the 161 entries. 

   

          

2021 Michigan Winter Beef Classic • December 10 – 12, MSU Pavilion, East Lansing
Michigan juniors led out nineteen Angus heifers and seven Angus steers at the 2021 Michigan Jr. Winter Beef Classic held December 10 
– 12 at the MSU Livestock Pavilion. Katelyn  Dargus exhibited the Champion Angus Heifer and Bryceston Hoover exhibited the Reserve 
Champion Angus Heifer. Katelyn’s Angus heifer went on to be selected as the Champion overall heifer in the top five overall standings 
of all breeds. 

The Champion Bred and Owned Angus Heifer was shown by Blake Pillars from Martin and Kam Lettinga from Wayland exhibited the 
Reserve Champion Bred and Owned Angus Heifer. 

Kris Kosal from Deckerville exhibited the Champion Angus Steer and Emma Stern exhibited the Reserve Champion Angus Steer. Kris 
Kosal’s steer was also named the Champion Bred and Owned Angus Steer and was selected as the 3rd overall bred and owned market 
animal in the top five overall standings of all breeds.  Congratulations to all the juniors who participated. 

 

Show Reports... Note to Junior Angus Exhibitors: With the many opportunities that juniors have to exhibit Angus heifers and steers 
at shows across the state, it is a challenge to collect reports on every show for the Michigan Angus News. We wel-
come show reports from any of our juniors!  E-mail or text results (Champion and Reserve Angus Heifers and Angus 
Steers) to: Nancy Thelen, hillsideacres01@aol.com or 734-216-3617.   

AIR FRYER JALAPEÑO BEEF POPPERS 
WITH HONEY LIME CREAM SAUCE

Deliciously easy finger food or 
party appetizer, cooked in the 
air fryer for easy cleanup. 

Jalapeño Beef Poppers are crispy 
on the outside and filled with 
ground chuck, cheddar cheese, 
and fresh jalapeños. 

Served with an easy Honey Lime 
Cream Sauce.

Serves 4.

INGREDIENTS:
1 pound Certified Angus Beef ® ground chuck, 80% lean
6 ounces shredded cheddar cheese
3 jalapeños, seeded and minced
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 1/2 teaspoons fresh ground black pepper
1/2 teaspoon whole mustard seeds
8 ounces sour cream

Juice and zest of 1 lime
2 tablespoons honey
2 tablespoons minced cilantro
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
2 eggs
1/2 cup plain bread crumbs
1/2 cup panko bread crumbs
Spray oil for cooking

INSTRUCTIONS:
Combine ground chuck, cheese, jalapeños, salt, pepper and mustard seeds in a large mixing bowl. Portion by hand into 
24 football shaped balls, approximately 1-ounce each; refrigerate.

Prepare dipping sauce. In a small bowl whisk together sour cream, lime juice and zest, honey, and cilantro; set aside.

Crack and whisk eggs; put in a shallow dish. Combine bread crumbs and put in a second shallow dish.

Prepare air fryer by turning heat to 400°F. Rolls poppers in flour, 6 to 8 at a time, dusting off excess before rolling in egg mix. 
Transfer and roll in bread crumbs; repeat with all poppers and spray each with cooking oil.

Working in batches of 6 to 8; air fry 4 minutes, turn each popper over and air fry another 4 minutes. Keep warm on a sheet pan 
in oven set to low. Serve warm with Honey Lime Cream Sauce for dipping.

Certified Angus Beef ® brand Test Kitchen 
www.certifiedangusbeef.com/recipes 

$



Michigan Angus News c/o Lisa Bohlen  
2817 Rubbins Road
Howell, MI 48843

• Michigan Angus News: Electronically _____   U.S. Mail_____          • Freezer Beef Sales Listing: Yes _____  No _____

• Check all committees that interest you:
_____Marketing and Promotion: bull test, fall sale, futurity show & sale, commercial opportunities, preview show

_____Education and Mentoring: new members, junior members, field day, annual banquet, member recruitment, educational articles

_____Communications: web site, newsletter, directory, advertising

_____Policies and Procedures: responsibility of board of directors; check if you are interested in serving on the board in the future

BY MAIL 
Make check payable to: Michigan Angus Assn.
Mail application and form to: Lisa Bohlen  
2817 Rubbins Road, Howell, MI 48843

ONLINE @ www.michiganangus.org 
Submit (or update) your farm contact 

information using the online form.
Complete your payment online.

ANNUAL DUES
$25.00

Farm Name: _______________________________________ Owner’s Name: _________________________________________

County: ________________________     Farm Manager (if applicable): ___________________________________________

Junior Members (under age 21): _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________City, State, Zip: _________________________________________

Home Phone: ______________________ Farm Phone: _____________________ Cell Phone: __________________________

Fax: __________________________ E-mail: __________________________  Web Site: __________________________________

Directions to farm: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Michigan Angus Assn. Membership Application 


